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Astronaut Neil A. Armstrong, Apollo 11 commander,
descends the ladder of the Apollo 11 Lunar Module
prior to making the first step by man on the moon.
This view is a black and white reproduction taken
from a telecast by the Apollo 11 lunar surface camera
during extravehicular activity. The black bar running
through the center of the picture is an anomaly in the
television ground data system at the Goldstone
Tracking Station.

[X|1 Telecast of Astronaut Neil Armstrong descending
ladder to surface of the moon (JSC Digital Image
Collection, Photo ID: S69-42583 http://images.jsc.
nasa.gov/index.html X 1)
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First, I believe that this nation should commit itself to
achieving the goal, before this decade is out, of
landing a man on the moon and returning him safely
to the earth. No single space project in this period will
be more impressive to mankind, or more important for
the long-range exploration of space; and none will be
so difficult or expensive to accomplish.

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Special Message to th
e Congress on_Urgent National Needs
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Saturn V Major Components

Saturn V Stages

The Saturn V rocket consisted of three propulsic
instrument unit, located above the S-IVB, provi

Mouse over listed items to see their locat
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* Apollo Spacecraft
» Spacecraft Lunar Module Adaptor
¢ Instrument Unit
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It is commonly believed that the space age began because of
the Cold War between the West, led by the United States, and
the Communist Bloc, led by the Soviet Union. That belief is not
quite right. The space age actually began because of a scientific
event known as the “International Geophysical Year.” Sixty-six
countries joined together to analyze the planet Earth and its
environs: oceanography, meteorology, solar activity, the Earth’s
magnetic fields, the upper atmosphere, cosmic rays and meteors.
The International Geophysical Year was planned for the period 1
July 1957 to 31 December 1958. It was, in fact, the International
Geophysical Year and a Half. That particular time was selected
because it was the time of maximum sunspot activity. All sorts of
unexplained electrical, magnetic and weather phenomena seemed to
be somehow related to sunspots.

Soviet and American scientists recognized that if it would be
possible to place a manmade object into orbit around the Earth, it
would be the perfect platform for sensors and recording instruments
to measure many of the characteristics of the natural world for
which the International Geophysical Year was created.

They did not realize it at the time but they had started a
new competition which would become known as “the space
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race.” The Soviets took an early lead with the successful launch of
the first Earth-orbiting satellite, Sputnik. They increased their lead
with a series of firsts: first to put a living creature—a dog—into
orbit; first to put a man into space; first to have a person exit a
spacecraft; first to put a woman in orbit; first to launch a multi-crew
spaceship and first to fly unmanned probes to the Moon, Venus and
Mars.

The American program was substantially behind but not
moribund. The Americans were embarrassed but eager to be a part
of the race and determined to succeed. United States President John
F. Kennedy asked the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion to report on our ability to successfully compete with the Soviets.
The NASA officials told the President that the United States could
not provide the first space laboratory and had only a slim chance of
flying around the Moon first but would have a chance, with a
concerted national effort, to land a man on the Moon first.

Although this was an arena in which he knew little, Kennedy
concluded that the United States must be in the race and must
perform well. He received the support of the Congress and of the
American people. The race was underway.
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Why man should keep away from the moon
The Times, July 15, 1969

From Earth to Moon
Asahi Evening News, July 22 and 23, 1969

In boyhood, my generation was familiarized with the idea of
travelling to the moon by Jules Verne, who wrote admirable science
fiction and stimulated the imagination of adventurous youth. I still
remember vividly the thrill with which I read his story From the
Earth to the Moon. But I hardly thought, and I suppose that other
young readers hardly thought, that an actual journey to the moon
might become possible during the lifetime of those who were
enjoying Jules Verne's fantasies.

Yet this is what has been happening. The thought of such an
adventure is exciting, especially to those who are still young. But
those who are no longer young are troubled by doubts and
hesitations as to whether the conquest of the moon will really do
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anything to ameliorate our human lot. I see arguments on both sides,
and I shall try to set them forth impartially, without any attempt to
reach a dogmatic conclusion.
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