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PRALERO LM, RROBED ) K EHE

Abstract: A former ribbon factory in Yanaka, Tokyo, was dismantled in September, 2013. Its roof was
sawtooth-style. ‘Yanaka Sawtooth-Roof Heritage Society’ inherited some parts of roofs, from foreign
books, Shiro Watanabe's note documents, sample books of ribbons, and ribbons from former owners.

We found two points through this research:

1. Iwahashi Ribbon Factory was established at Yanaka Hatsune-cho, Shitaya-ku* in 1896. This was
the founder of the western ribbon industry in Japan, and we must note Eiichi Shibusawa, who was
one of the most famous and influential entrepreneur, invested in the factory.

*Shitaya-ku was the old name of the place, and a part of present-day Taito-ku

2. Chiyoda Ribbon Factory took over the business in the Taisho era, and the firm had the largest scale
and the best technology in the East Asian ribbon industry.

The reason why the ribbon industry began in Tokyo, and not in Osaka, was that Tokyo was the center
of western civilization in Japan, and was also the gateway of the western culture in the Meiji era. Shiro
Watanabe, the managing director of Chiyoda Ribbon Factory, managed the business handsomely. We
report on the ribbon industry development during the Meiji era in Tokyo, the center of civilization and
enlightenment and further discuss the impact on the apparel industry as well as the fashion scene in
those days.
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